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ABSTRACT
The New Jersey Educational Assessmenik;Program was

initiated in 1972-73 school year to assess high school students'
peiformance in the basic skill areasiof reading and mathematics:The

\High School Proficiency Test (HSPT) 'will become part of the
.graduation requirement for the ninth grade class of 1985-86. .This
dnstrument is amore comprehansive basic skills test than the Minimum
Basic Skills Test that is replacing. It includes a writing section,
as well as. items assessing kiSher level thinking skills. This report
Ascribes the HSPT. The results of. the March 1584 test administration

,'to all ninth graders an the East Windsor School District are reviewed
and Compared to state and district,refeeenCir groupy. Information on
the population tested and a sample' of tOe individual student report
are included. The results of this test administration indicated East
Windsor students were well prepared inareas such as critical and
literal Comprehension, and ability to' organize ideas. Editing the
written workof others was found to be a skill area requiring
additional vinttruction:.(DNII)
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Theo New Jirlsey Educational, Assessment Pro ram, as directed by"the
New 4ersey State Department of Educatio is designed to ,complywith New Jersey'Statute-18As 44-24 Which.states:

k*--

.

Vhe Commissioner shall'by,d*etti6n. r a,with approyal
.of the ,State Board, when'ev'er it s deemed to be
advisable SD to dol'inguire and' scertain- thv
thoroughness and efficiency of operat on of. any of
the schools of the public 'school 'cyst s m of the 4iitatft
and of any grades therein by such mea s, tester,, .and
.examinati`onsa as to him.' seem 'proper, and he s4411
reptge to the state board. the res its of 'stich
inquiries and such :other informatio with regard
thereto as the. state board may, requi e as he shall
deem,,proper, but nothing itm. this ection shall
affect the right,of each. district .to rescribe its
own rules for promotion.

Background rnformation

4

4t

4 .

Phe program which was initiated during the 1972-73 school year
has annually measured student-performance in the basic skill
aFeas of reading and mathematics. The program, however, has
evolved through the years into a. new testing program which
includes 'a writing section. The "new test" which is entitled
"The High School Proficiency Test" is amore comprehensive basic
skills 'test than the Miniumum Basic Skills test that it is
replaCing. The HSPT includes a writing section as well as itelis
assessing higher level thinking skills.

The passing of the new HSPT will become part of the graduation
requirement for the ninth grade class of 1985-86. Until that
year, the Miniuinum Basic) Skills Test (MBS) 'will remain the.
graduation test for high school students. Any student who does
not pass the current mps test, is required, by law to participate
in the district" s Compensatory Educatron,program and MUST take
the test and PASS it( the following year in order to meet the
statte requirement for a high school If the student,
agdin fails .either the math' and /or reading sections of the test,
he/she MUST 6ontinue attemptin§ the test each year until the test,.
is passed. A special review cobmi,ttifre will be'formed under
state guidelines to rev ow any student who has not passed All of
the stats test subtes"ts by the. time he/she completes grade
twelve.,

..
1
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FOr'ihe purposes of this report, the terms listed below are
defined as followds. j .

V

# afinition of:Terms
I

1.Cluster - Clusters are groups of h ch measure similar
.0kills such as reading comprehension', pre-aZgebra, etc.

,

2. Cluster average -. The percentage of students correctly
responding-sto each item in the cluster

. .,

3. County. cap -,Mercer
i

County .

, , \,

4.Cominunity 'Type (CT) - Each school district 'in the state. is
classified as one of the following, types of communities:

r

.1. Urban Center(Ua - densely populated with extensive
development .

2. Urban Suburban' (US)! - near an urban center, but not as
highly developed with larger residential areas

4. Suburban (S) predothinantly single-family res.J:dential
within a short distance of an urban area ,

5. Subuerban Rural (SR) - rapidly developing area, but still
tracts of open land available for-development

6% Rural (R) - scattered small communities and iselated
single-family dwellings

7. Rural Center (RC) - high-density core area rural
.municipalities surrounding"

8. Rural Center RUral (RCR) - small developed core area
surrounded by rural areas

9..Vocational (V) - primary emphasis on vocational training
under a separate educational jurisdiction

0. Regional District (RD) - an educational jurisdiction
established td service several surrounding communities

* East Windsor is Classified as a s'(irburban -rural district.

5. District Factor Groupirig (DFG) This grobipine is based on the
1980 United States census to obtain a measure of a district's
socioeconomic statui. Districts are labeled frem a low of°
(A) to a high of (J).. . Each district is assigned a FACTOR

c SCORE based on the community. means .of the following seven

East Windsor Average
1 year oftcollege

clerical, craftsmen
$25,611
3.63%
9.48%

780 persons

variables:

1. EdUcationaa background age 25+
2. Occupational status of occupations
3. Per Capita average °family ihcome
4..Orcent of famili,es below toirerty level
5. Onemployment % receiving 'compensation

Populatidp Density per housing'unit
7: Percent rrban population ,of,district

*' East Windsor has a DFG. rating. of H
4

'A2
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items - Questions .used to measure, each 'test objective or
spedification. New items are written each yeard but are
based on the same objectives.

. .

Limited English Speaking 1LE)'- A code used to specifiy
students who are identified as having limited English
speaking gtbility. ^.

Special 'Education (SE) code used ,to specify \students, whom`'
are classified whandicapped, .

9. Specifications ,.- bRearding, writing and math objectives w
should be mastered by students b the time of testing i
grade nine. The objectsives, were developed by a cross-section
of New Jerbey educators and noneducatoro.

10. Student Report - A sheet which contains ,each student's
percentage of 'items correct on all 'subtests and responses,
selected. A copy of the Eltudenttreport.is sent to the schciol

band to all parents.

HIGH SCHOOL PROFICANCY TEST

The 1983-84 school year was tHe'first year that the new High
School Proficiency. Test" was administered to nintkgrade-stpdents
enrolled in New Jersey public high schOols. As mentioned

4reviously,*the specifications for this test were developed by
both educators and none'ducators throughout the state. The
cluster areas assessed on the HSPT test, included the following:

READING (154 minutes)
.

4

1. Literal Comprehension
2. Inferential Comprehension
3. Critical Copmprehension
4. Study. Skills',"

WRITING (140 millutes).

1. Sentenbe Structure
2. Organization of Ideas
3. Editing
4. Essay writing

MATHEMATICS (149 ronutes)

1. Fractions
2. Decimals
3.Tercents
4. Number. Concepts
5. ,Measurement/Geometry
6. Pre-Algebra
7. Problem Solving

J
a
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MetWis and P,rocedure8

The Hiel'echool iroficiency Tests' 0er6 administered to ALL'ninth'
grawstudents on March.6/7'and 8, 190,4. The test administration.
took place 'in the.H4htstown High School ShallyAouse gymnaSiunvo.
Only ,those classified students vho hadAspecifip.instructions in.
their IEPs that;they '.could not participate in standaxdiie'd
testing situations idere-legallyexcused.from the. testing. "Make
up days yere provided for those students not in .attendance on the.
scheduled testing days. .

Individual student redults we,re received in May 1984 from
National Computer Systems in Iowa.' One copyACthese results. was
forwarded' to the sttidentls'pkrents/guardians while two copies
were .sent,tb the High Sdhool for permanent, record folders.

kisted-inthe.table below are the numbers of students
paTtidipating.in the HSPT test ihdlnimistration.

{

TABLE A
Population Tested

SUBTEST AREA East Windsor

T

DFG "I"
Group

,

NewJersey

Reading 427 ,,,. 8,869 .86,416
. , .

(

.

Writing . -427 ' 8,8'64 86,509

Mathematics 427 . ' 8,855 86,515

. ,

Special Educ. Students 32 NA 4,469
Limited English . 3 NA 1,313

J,.. .

*East Windsor is now classified *38 an "H" DFG group, howev'er,
the State used the 1970 "I" grouping for this year's data

*
A sample copy of the Individual Student Report sent home to

..-parents/guardians is providald in Figure 1. Althou9h no "passing"
score has been set °by the, state, the report does provide the
percentage Of items the- student answered correctly on each
subtest.

4In October' 1984, the dittiO was provided HSPT item analysis`
results by/the state. These 'results were strared with the'
appropriate reading and math COntent'Specialists at bbth the 6-6
and 9-12 'levels as well as with, the Principals4of the 'respective ,buildingst. As' has been the 'Practice in the past, the 9-12
Content SRecialists were, asked to review and respond to thecluster/item analysis results. Their comments. will be forwared ,to the State Dep rtment.of Educatibn as part of the di.stritct's
review of, the r ults .

A .
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JSEY STATEWIDE
.1(1111ER344 HIGH SCHOOL PROFICIENCY'TEST

INDIVIDUAL STUDENT
.

GRADE 9 READING
Student 4

District
School
Reeding Clara Code

r_

TESTING

Dale Of
.

Test

SYSTEM '-'

REPORT
.

Sex .

Birth.

Date

irnia-111
Res porso$ CorrOrr

eClusters and Skills and

I. LITERAL COMPRcHENSIONNOCABULARY
a kta,,i 1 t on mum% born mumble moaning!
6 141,1.1, 11/040.*
C Darelintwo between slranl 404 itretylInt

IM4rrnalltm
0 100,14 gem oaa MI 014'420

lam,11,. dela ,s Ina' auupun n .
I

!anion
ca,Ae and 'tract re .IMENC44146

0 KlenlOV erante in flithArte CORM:CF.
eltiPtIPISF

.

.

13

33 ri.'
35

ill
A
5

70
9

62

3454
44

11
674
12
30+

19
71

77
70
44

23
794
72+
19

28 4
73

3
3
3

3
'3
3

4 -.
3
3

, I... 1

1 n mr.'y 0,144 "301Lieleff1,111114or0 1 helm t ontext
, 1414n ly OpY,,;,....0460/0 dman.ng 0y111,011111

II. INFERENTIAL COMPREHENSION/VOCABULAR
4 1111 4 mem .04a

b Prod I f fm oloorrai
a Ora a cdnouslon

. 1n4H a C,,,e,lar I rnotnma
wog, iv tot s pumose

1 Mot nouisn !Torun lsci rrii opirupn

o Intommt figurative language (MuSttis. lignIkm,
mtsprustm

.

h Misr mosueric time alder

e ,-. 'm,,,,44 4,4 effecIttimOnshrp
I All owroa.mons ianndatitumo,
I 1,04. -.,1453 ,a,firoi.45, 8

'
15
44$
13
314

74
34
40*
74*
0 24

4*
24A207ice

32
37
39
41$
63*
69+

60-
170

34
14A
i ei.,,,,m4

430.

51
45A
66
40053
60+

2 4C

17
465

3
3I
3
1

4
3

4,
1
3
1
a

III. CRITICAL 'COMPREHENSION
Mo. 0.010101101111/010 Mformatron peontod

,

[ 3 1 2 i 14 I I 3

."IVTITUDY SKILLS -
.4 tha tbiarog c10510 *tate .1,Intrnalmn
b Mehl/ appinsbate encyclupadis matting to

1.00 mute 0,1006.41,06
C SuMMII,1116.nlormahon troM a source
* avec, *hid, from smart dictronvy page

1 wato.nt.,rtylitiOn oh In 040,
I Iele1414111418 [015104a m usual tOrM
9 Locate it lormation from tablo of canton's

554II
T6
52+
1 1 5
9 5
75

564
61 to

04
5311
02*,
44,
15e

570
75

54*
430
41,
27 .

I
.

ilenmart of atodont 1944107marloll . 191141141

Number of Percent of
Items Correct hems Correct

jhallo I te log
mown . 21 76
Civil( III 3 100
Chow IV

/6Total Multiple Choice 6 P4 i l'
V\

.
.

Toial Reading (14*16 1 ei
,.

% . 4. . J

19113'4 HIGH SCHOOL prROWNE'y'17777
INDIVIDUAL STUDENT REPORT.

GRADE. 9 WRITING
so..

Data of Birth:
Shideni

(strict.

Test Dalt:

Ills

I. SENTENCE STRUCTURE

end Responses Corr.

a Aced a sentnt robaion Inal Ormiclatto
error in Beninc construction
Combine alloas Into *eel consbuctod Immo,

C 6hk1 words that complete a partially COn
411141111111411111144

Identily the 400.60

d Select !Jonathon vro raph

:I iii ,VMS: mg
used. 40101

13
16+7
1

4
26
19+
22

14$
17

1
11

3
6

24
29 A
20
23

16
159
12
3
'SC
27
30.
21
14

S

S

S

6

II. ORGANIZATION OF IDEAS
a Select the mad! al410r ProMMIP71

b Select a dstall That suOPOIM main. des

WWII, I detail inapptopriate to Om main Ided

Imorganiss Sada of lisnlance Into a look,' ord0

31
34
37
40+
43+
40
494
574

32
35
5e
414
44
47
60
53

33
364
39
42
45
45
514
544

6

6.

III. EDITING
a ProoltLtd and identify a mchanIcal IIIOf.111

Writing sample
b Identify marchroc El !trot In a writing sample and

strid appropriate cot mcliOn

IV. WRITING SAMPLE

SIA
61+
44*

66
59
620
65

5 74
603

65

O

Stinwoety of too kto Perfoonasoo Wdflog

Numb*, of Pageant of
Items Correct home Correct

(1141e1o4 I
Cluster IIm

T
otif III

otal Multiple Chmaa

Cluster IV Milk° Semple Sack

Teel Vt71611,1 floors

27 90 ,.
84

9 1%1
00 Ii

:

.
10

111111;1311li: IA A
COMIlitlAT1014 PIE
M111.71111.1.4:110o;r1
Anti 149AY cO111

t

' '1311EW JERSEY STATEWIDE TESTING SYSTEM 1
190344 HIGH SCHOOL PROFICIENCY TEST

INDIVIDUAL STUDENT REPORT
. ,

GRADE 9 MATHEMATICS
Student: . Sea:

Date of Binh.
District: .

School;
Math Class Cale. . Test Date:

clusters and 01110

I. COMPUTATION FRACTIONS
. -Add and subtreol woo,
b AO and suotrad rumors puryibvii
t Multiply *not numbs by woad Itatabon
d aryj muted number by loaciron

Ifs
eno

t 4
2

0

Numbed
mespon1es

44'..
50

.51
52

66 406
ID
71.5

4

No.
Cott,

3
3tL.

von
. ,1II. COMPUTATI.ftrn

e. Agd decline!, VA, ittrYtE
b Amply doormats

' C 0161(110164114111 .

6 4
e B
7

53
54
55

12
73
74 0

3
2
2

. .

III. COMPUTATION PERCENTS
Comm" doc.maTs fa Plenli

b Find number *Nip a of number it pen
Conven percents to fractions

III

I +
10

0 6
5?
59

4
/1
77 A

3
3
8

W. NUMBER CONCEPTS
a floundllecribar 9141101 than one
b Etimot

Weirton. realm. iite of fractions

413151764
59 4 so* 51
12 32 75

Z
3
3

V. MEASUREMENT AND GEOMETRY
7cra, ,,,,,,,,, rnL176) , rhydameallurea

. b. Soh* proalim mason!! temperature
Identity comOtrmIntaryrsupplornAlanr anglare .

a Undontlnd turn of orioles in Mono . IOW
ELtalusto formula , coma pyramid. reel. solid

I . Compute area of twegulm figuto

13 A
74 B
36
I 5
1 0

_3 7. J1

35 +
34
lia
35
30 0
44

BO
11
et C
63
83
.

7. '

1
2j

VI. PREALGEBRA
4 Evaluate an 116.11141011
o Arimmitt.4 oPenallOn on 48018114111#1184fl t
c, Ilitmpltli an 40,44ston A
(s. E.siusts soralsidn whtnumb10 A 034

Tr +
1 9

.19
20 __

36
4 0 4
41
42

97
Ill
19
90

3
3
3
3

VIE PROBLEM SOLVING , A .

a Rood; intprad data from graphs
0 Estimste 'Martial touts betwolln two points

Commits percent and fraction dicotolts
o.' Salve percent prOOlem with 4449 Ma

Bohm multi asp Demon' problem
I. comoup sways of WWI 01 hurnilete
a Solve problem inyoadig proporlions
h Solve problem involving money
I 501re Oroblam Iniolying11m*

84uommy of Student towlosinamm Malhematiee

throw
Items

Cluster I
-,ClustOr 11

Cluster III .

luste IVit'll* V ,

fustef VI
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.
T0101 Multiple Choke e

total Mathematics tease
4*-

S.. '

9 1
2 4 A
2I
I 0
2 3
2 4
2 520.
27 4

of
cormot

.10

8

II
22

te
*

02
39 5,
43
44 0
45

4 6 1
47
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Meats

,

el.

,

93
3 0 C
62
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44
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comet
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9
6
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2
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1
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ANALYSIS OF THE DATA.`

This:.section of the report will provide infoFmation aoncerning
East Windsor. student's'' HSPT, r?sultp -readingr.writing and
-mathematics as they. compare to the State .of New Jersey,..Merce'r
County, the "z" DFG grOupr:and the'Suburban7rural community ,type
gtoup. Table B. provides the mean Cluster 'scores, by.subtest
for 1983-8 East Windsor 'ninth grade:students.-

TABLE B
Mean- ClusterScores

1

SUBTEST AREA
.m4

0.,

CLUSTER.TOPIC EWR MEAN CLUSTER SCORE

Literal Comprehension, 84.5
Inferential Comprehensidn 83.0
Critical Comprehension , 86.8
Study Skills 83.5

,

Sentence Structure
Organization-of Icle4s
Editing

S1:71

76.4

Essay Writing (Possible 12). 8.4

Mathematics Fractions
Decimals *

Percents 4

Numper Concepts
Measurement/Geometry
Pre-Algebra
Problem Solving

r.

82.4'
7.9.7

66.2
.65.0
.58.5.
74.7,
68.7

It would appear'frmAhe,dat hat the.ninthgrade studedts
attained thehighest cluter;' eah in .reading on critical
comprehendion (86.8%). In writing, the' students were ,strongest
in organization of ideas (88.1%) 'while in math,.the best student
performance was observed in fractions (82.4%). On'.th9 essay
section, out of a possible 42 points, .Bast Windsor students
scored a .mean of 8*4.

Prehented in Table C. are East Windsor HSPT resulteas compared to
the various reference groups' - New Jersey,' Mercer County,. the "H"
DFG group and the suburban-rural group. Qn AFL cluster areap,
with the/ekceptiorrof the DFG'g4ouping, East. Windsor student
performance was bettek than Velother reference groups.,

'

I'
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Table C

East Windsor Regional/Reference Group Comparisons

Subtest Cluster EWR
.

DFG Sub-Rura1 Mercer NJ
.

.

READING - ,
.

,

,

.

. .

Literal Comprehension 85 86 82 78 --,. 79'
Inferential. Comp. .8.3 AA' 80 75 76'
Critical Comprehension 87 88 $3 76 78
Study Skills 84, 85 .. 8,1 76 77

.

WRITING
. . ,

, ,

Sentence Structure 82 .93 80 . 76 7.7

Organization of Ideas 88 89 86 82 83
Editing 76 80 75 69 71.

.

Essay, 8.4' 8.6. 8.1 . 47.7 ,7.6

MATHEMATICS , l

,

.

,

.

Fkpctions 82 84
-84

79. 74 '76
Decimals 80 81. 478 79
Pe1cents . .66 68 63 '59'. 60.
tiumbet Concepts 65 . 66 60 57 . 57'
rMeasursperit/Geometsy. 59 63 ' :54 5Q 5p
Pee-Algebra 75 78 70 64 65
Pioblm Solving .- 69

.

70 65
.

60 61

*

The next table, .Tabie. ,D, provides the distribution of East
Windsor students' scores within specific score' ranges. on the
'three subtess adm,in,istered. The greatest percentage of
students in the highest range qf 81,-100 was found to*be in.
reading (70%) fallowec5 by writing (66%). The lowest percentage
of students attaining spores in this high range was in mat
(33.3%).

Table D
Distribution of Stibtest Scores.

N m 427

(Score Range
,

Reading
# Students

Writing
# Students 56

.

Mathematics
4 Students.

20 0 0 . 0 3. .7
2 - ,40 11 2,6 5 1.2 20 4.7
1 - 60. S 19 4,5 ¢ 2Q 4.7 97 22.7'

61 - 80 . 98. / .23.0 12 28.1 165 38.'6
81 -- 100 299 70.0 28 66.0 142 '33.3

t 1
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. .

Table E prollidekv the diitribution of, itUdents attaining each of
the :possible 12 scoxes .on 'the writing seglith essay. Over 88% of
the East Windsor studenip'scored_a,.7 or. better.

, Table:':cS

Distribution.of EWR Scores on the Essay ,Section
.

Sdore .Number of StUdents % ofStudents

0

1

,2
3.

4

5

6

8.

9

10
11
12

who

0
0

0
2

4

12
38
67.

100-,
81
73
35'
15

es.

0

0

0
.5

.9

2.8
8.9

15.7
23.4
19.0
17.r
8.2
3.5

I

The es'say'topic for this year was as follows,:

Think of something important that happened-in

[

your life. It may_,. have been' happy. or 'sad,
painful or enjoyable. Write an essay in whdch
you tell what happened and hy it was,
important to you.

.. .

,' As was dope last year, the writing essay section was scored by a
"Holistic" scoring process developed by ETS. Each student's
essay was read,by two readers independently. The scoring was
based on a si'x point scale Readert-wexe asked to rate
each essay for their overall impressloh of the student's work.
A total of 2.20 readers. were selected from the State's Language
Arts teachers with. 2Y0,000 papers to read.' Two chief readers and
six assistant readers selected "range finder" pape'r's fór the 220

-readers to use as guides. ' -

Compariaons between the 1983-84 essay results and those of 1982-
83 are presented in Table F. A total of 358 ninth vrade
students were tested in 1982-83 while 42/ Atudehts were tested in
1983-84. The data shows that more students in l983 -8'4 - attained.
higher totalessay qcores than students in the.19824.83 group. The
Mean esgay score fOr tudents in 1982-83 was 7.6. This figure
increased to 8..4 for the 1983-84 ninth,rade students.

`k.
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v Table.P .

Distribution of Essa) Scores
4 1982-83 and 1983484,

11

0 0 '

.
, Score

_-- ......
% of Students 190:04
_ ............... ----

r.

% of Students
_____ ____ . _

1982-83
.... - .....

..,

_

0 1

...

. ,

,

,

......

I,
'2

1:-
4

5

7

8
9
10'
11.
12

,

-.,C.- .......

'

.._

'

..

. 11

0
..0

.5

.9

2.88

.15.7
23%,4

19.0'
.17.1

8.2
3.5.

J110.

'

.

K

.

.

.

.

4

lo

4,

,...

.

.

.

o

,

.

.

0
1

X
3

6

'WI
24
15

'11
2

X

:

-

,

.

.

.

.

.

.

,...

q .

,. , 0
.

1

The data displayed in Table G shows a comparison, of. the
pekcentage of Ea rrit Windsor ninth grade students' distribution pf
subtext 'scores as compared to the state-wide data. On ALL
Imbtest resClts, East Windsor' had a higher percentage of

*
.,. v
students attaining scores in. the 81-100 range as compared to the
total state figures.

r

Table G
4

A

State/East Windsor Diseribution Comparisons

Score Range READING
1WR NJ*

0.- 20
21 - 40
41 - 60
61' - 80
81 100

0 1

2.6 4.3
4.5. 1.9

'23.0 32.2
70.0 51.5

WRITING
EWR NJ

0 .4
1.2 515
4.7 21.3

28.1 , 49.5
60.0 21.2

.MATH
EWR NJ

olo

.7 .6

4.7 14.4
22,7 . 31.5
38.6 31.1
33.3 22.5

o4004 O.*

On Table H, a compail son of the distribution of East WiricborA* io
the State ,essay scores is, provided. A total, of 29% of .11004,k,t,0 .

Windsor ninth grade student, had 'a score of 10 orbettek as
compared to 201 for the state-wide total.

.
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Table H
Cemprison of East Windsor/State Essay icores

OM,

Score % of.EWR Students % oUNew Jersey 'Students
or

0' 0
1

2 6
3

4 .9
5 J 2.8

8.9
'7 15.7
a 23.4

a. 9 19.0
.10* 17.1
-11. 8.2-
12 3.5

1

P.

.9
.0

.9

4,4
7.3

12.6
16.2
19.9
15.6
11.6
6.1
2.6

Sine this is the first year that the district is receiving
feedback on the new HSPT instrument, it is felt that more
specific information is needed to determine where students at the.
6 - 0 leveliMay need more stress in specific skill areas. Table
I provides a matrix of the ninth grade students',HSPT results by
their former 6 - 8 school. In addiition,'a column also is
provided which displays the test results for students who did not
receive their 6 - 8 preparation in East Windsor schools. As cant
be rioted on the table, very litt.e.difference exists between
students who received their preparation at the Kreps orlIdgers
Schools. Larger differences, however, are found when the results
of students who are-new to East Windsor are reviewed. This is
especially true when,analyzing the math clustetareas.. Here
differences in scores are as much as 11 points.

4
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TABLE
Mean,Cluster Scores

Kreps/Rogerd and New. Students.

. .

SUBTEST-i ..,,. CLUSTER TOPIC
, /11'w.

I.

I,

EWR KREPS
27. 11168.,

4,

'ROGIMS
12,4

NEW
45

Reading Literal OoMprehension
Inferential Comprehension

r , Critical Comprehension
:'Study Skills .' I

MEAN -. Reading . !

.q..1,

85 86 i

83 85 J

87 , 87 1

84 85
84. .85,

84
82
V8 .,'

84
84

.,

79
76
82
75
77

. .
.

, .. , 4

Writing Sentende Structuse -

. Organipation of16eas \,

Editing
MEAN - Writing (Mult.1

Essay (iossible 12) 18.41
MEAN -- Total Writing ''

. .

Math. Fractions 1

Decimals 1

..,

Percents .1

Number Concepts
i

Measurement/Geometr E

.
Pre-Algebra
Problem Solving
MEAN -,. Math

I

,

82. 83
88 89

\76 78
al : 84

8.5
80;, 85.

81
88
76
.83

8(.5

e-
85

.

'

..-

78
82
71.
7tr

7.9
82

74
75',

54 4
54
49)
65.'.

57'','

60

82 A' 84
.\

80 81
66 "69
65 \ 67.
59 i60

75
69 .16
70 .

82
79

. 64

65

59
.76

70

Mfr

The next section of, this report will focus on specific cluster
areas of strengths .and veaknesses., These will.bebroken dowrCby.
school so that staff membe*s at the 6-- 8 level will be aware of
student and program needs in their buildings. In*dditionk the
High School staff will4be better aware oolithe needs, of new
.students coming into East Windsor at the ninth grade' levpke*

In ordet for' a topic 'area to be. cOnsidereka:Strengthp'
the overall performance" on the items for the topic fires had to
exceed an. average of 85%.ottht students respondiniOtorrectly.
On the other' hand, a weakness is.indicated'if 70% oe:iess of the
students respond cocrectly .to topic items.

41.11111,

45
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'Kreps
Fee

,

Table J *
Student Strengths

N m 427

-9-11 o g,e.r s' N e w Students,

'synonyms
relevantinfo.
cause/effect
meaning by context
meaning' by affixes
dictionary
index
tablejof contents
fact/opinion

4,R E A D I isiG

meaning by context
meaning by affixes
prediot outcome
fact/opinion 4
dictionary,
table of contents

several ideas in
sentence
complete sentences
support main detail
inappropriate details

.?

W'R I T4I N G

synonyms
Meaning/affiies
table of contents

.

4.

0

complete sentences - complete sentence
inappropriate det441 inappropriate

detAtilc

MATHEMATICS
............ was...ea

mult. proper fraction mult. proper fraction add decimals
add decimals add decimals
evaluate on expreion

the

9
4
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4.0

K r e

01
0. Table K

Student Weaknesses
stA27

None

4

,

Rogers
'READIN4

dirt

one

N e w Students

identify events, in'
sequence

infer 'main idea
interpret figurative

lihIgulege
infer sequence, time
infer comparisons
use. card cataiOg
summarize data

WRITING
sentence construction . sentence con- sentence construction,

error struction error error

r r
MATH.EKATICS

divide decimpls
percents to fractions
epqmate'

-size of fradtions
measure
identify angles
180 degree angles
shape formulas
compute area of
irregular figure

simplify expression
discounts
mult. step percent
time Problem

.

;et

Lind # when % givdh add/pub. fractions
divide decimals ',divide decimals
percents to fraction find # when have %
'estimate percent to fraction
size of fractions estimate

size of fractions
measures
identify ang4s
180 degree angle

measure
identify at 4les
180 degree angles
shape formulas
compute'drea of shape formulas
irregular figure area of irregular.

simplify, expression figure
discounts (% simply exprespion
mdlt. step percent graphs
time pkoblem . route betweep two

points
discounts
sales tax

12

mult. step percent
proOtions

'' money pr -ems
time problems
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Presented on Table are th'e results of student responses
pertairting to general. information questions, "rhe first question
asked, students,if...they have always attended school in East

`Windsor. A total of 60% (277) of the 462 students responded
"yes" to this item, The next question asked 'the ,ninth` grade it!

.* students how many times since the firsedtrade have they
schools because they 'had moved. Fifty -eight percent of the.

14k students indiCated they hadhot moved while another 33% (153),
stated they changed 'schools from 1, to 3 times. since enSgring
first grade.' The remaining 9% (42) Moved 4 or 'bore times since
first grade.

Ouestion three foc.used on the number of days that the students
said they were absent during the sbhool year.betwseen September
and March. A total of 70% (323) indicated that they were 'absent
at leist.1 to 10 days while another 141 (65) said they were out
of school' 11 to 20 days. 'Only 12%,(55).6f the .462 n.i'nth
studentk stated that they were. "never" absent.

Ad far as present school programs are concerned, 45% (208) of
the 4udents felt that they were enrolled in college' preparatory
courses. Another 43% said they were in a "general" program while
the remaining 12% ,were involved in business or Vocational
programs.

The next set of questions asked the students about heir reading,
writing and math interests and abilities. The students were *
about evenly divided when asked if they have difficulty reading
things they want to read. A total of 50% of the students
responded "never" while 45% said "sometimes."

When asked questions about their writing habits, 35%°of th
students said they "usually" jot down ideas and .notes be'fore
writing something. Another 49% said they-jot 51own notes
sometimes.". Out of the remaining students, 10% "never" write
anything down before hand while 4% of the students say they
"never" write any papers. Taking writing habits a step further,
the students were questioned if they edit their work before
turning ft in to a teacher. Again,44he students were aboidit evenly
diVided. A total of 43% said "usually" while 47% indicated this
wash only true "sometimes."

In school, after' papers he been returned to the student, 10%
say they work on the papers again to try 'to improve* tiers.
Another 46% sail they 4 that "sometimes" while 40% (185) 'stated
they "never" try to imOTove completed papers. The last writing
item in this section ,asked the students if they ever write
stories fox their, own enjoyment. The majority of the students
(60%) responded."maybe once a ear." Another 240fe1t'this wa's
true maybq\lonce,every few months". while only 12% said they
write,stoties for their 9wn enjoyment "about once or twice a
month t"

5.
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The:. next two questions asked 'students about their use of
.talculators'.and computers. Fifty-five percent,of the ninth grade
students siated that they use calculators in their math qlases
"sometimes." 'Another. 10% of the stu4ents.responded to this.item
by stating "most .or all of. the time" while. 33% of the students

. said "never." The reiulis.vere. not as high whefi questioned about
the use of. computers: in classes.. Only,.13% of the nipnth grade. .

students stated that they used Computers in their classes while
87% of the students. said ,never" when.4nsweringio this.queStion...

. 4

'As fax as math class. enrollment is concerned, 81% of the ninth
grade %tudents were enrolled in either an algebra or: geometry
c6urse,at the time. of the HSp administration. .The remaining
students were enrolled in either a general math or business math
course. It can be assumed, based on the above data, thAt all
ninth grade students were enrolked in some type of math course at

.
.

., the-time'of the. testing., ..-

.

.

. 1

The last, series of questions on this general information survey-,.
asked the students hosAthey.yould rate theirjDerformance on the
three subfest areas of. the HSPT. For the reading and %%lifting ..
sections, .63% of the students ;said they felt that their
perfotmance was "satisfactory." A total of 29% (writing) and 27%.
"(reading) felt their performance was "very good." The remaining
students stated they felt their performance was."unsiptisfactory
or poor." In math, the figures changed slightly. Thirty percent
of the students 'fe3ft they did "Nery V 11' while 56% said
"satisfactory." A total of 13% of the students felt that their
perfor ce was "unsatisfastory or poor."'

Table IJ .

Responses to General Information Questions
N 462

Question Response
5.

. Always. attended school in East Windsor 60%#(277).
.r

. Changed schools & moved since 1st grade

ao

,

none : 50% (26.8)

I to 3 tim4s 33% (153)
4 or more, . 9% ( 41)

Absent from school this year ne'ver 12% 4 5-5)
1 to 111 days 70% (323)

11 to 20 days 14% ,( 65)
20 days talus 4% ( 19)

.Present High Schocil program acadeMic 45% (208)
gpneral 43% (199)

bUsiness/vocational 12% ( 55)

Having difficultY reading sometimes

-c

never
45% (208)
50% (231)

14



Table 'L (continued)
gest'. nsesto .General Information Questions

N Is 462

.Question Response '

Make notes before write paper usually
sometimes

never
do not write papers

Edit work before turning. in

J

WM, 4/0,04.1*.

Improve completed papers'
P

usually
sometimes

never

usually
sometimes

never

. Write stories for enjoyment yearly
once every few months
once or twice a month

1.0. Computers used in clabses

11., Use calculator in math

ne
sometim

never
sometimes

most/all of the.time

12. Math ,course taking . 'general math
algebra/geometry

business.math

SUBTEST

Reading
Writing
Math .

lierceived Performance.on HSPT

very good satisfactory

27% 63%
29% 63%.
30% 56%

$

35% (162)
49% (226).

j, 10% ( 46)
.` 4% ( 19)

43% (199) .

47% (217)
6% ( 28)

10% ('46)
:46% (213)
40%. (185) 14-

*it*.

60% (277)
24% (I'll)
12% (.-55)

87% (402)
13% (60)

33% (153)
58% (254) ,

11% ( 55)

16% ( 74)
'81% (374)
3% ( 14)

.unsatisfactory/poor

8%
13%

F

The last table in this report, Table M, provides a comparison of
the 1983-84 HSPT results for'the eight 9- 12 districts in Mercer
County. As, cane be noted on 'the table, the State Department has
made some changes in the DFG ,rankings of the districts based on
the new 1940 census. Eatit Windsor is now ranked an "H" on this
socioeconomic variable.

1.
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d ,Table M
High .School Proficiency Test

Mercer ,County istrict CoMparisons
e Malin Scorsis

DISTRICT '197011980
DFG1 DFG

E WindFor I
...Ad.....

H.

Ewing G, G

ton D .F

ropewell' I' I

Lawrence H

Princeton J 8

Trenton A

W. Windsor J

* Key:

Rea.in. Writin Esba
)

Math
R N % 1 ., N

--................ ............- -.....--

4 427 84 4 427 r83 5 427 8.4 5 427-70

6.29r 79 6 290 79 6 290 7.8 290.65
A

7 945.78 -7.946 78 6 946.7.8 7 , 945 61.

1 196 89 '2 19'6 88 '3- 196'9.3 3 196 77

4 197' 84 4 197 '83 4 19708.7 4 197 72

1 218 89 k 218 89, 1 217 10.0 2 218 79

8 1M 58 8 866 62 8 873 5.4' 8 856A3

3 235 q7 3 235 91 2 235 9.5 1 235 80

R w.rarik in county
N =vnumber of regular students tested
% = mean percent 'of items correct

Its = mean essay score out of 'possible 12 points

440

In reviewing the above table, the reader should be cautioned in
making absolute judgments when comparing the various districts'
results. Both the -types of communities as well'as numbers dt
students tested Vary greatly. Such districts as Princeton,
Hopewell, and West Windsor do not at this time possess the
variety of family backgrounds that are currently included inthe
East Windsor Regional School District. /

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

In summary, it would appear from the first year's results of the
-High School Proficiency Test (HSPT) , that East WindsOr students
faired well on their -first attempt at the new test'. Of course,
there are skill areas that will need greater emphasis and stress
at both the'mrddle school and high school levels if fuxther

.improvewents are to be made.

Students appeared to be well prepared .in such area's as critical
comprehension, .literal comprehension and the ability to organize
their ideas. Editing the written work of °titers, however,, was
found to be a skill area that will need more work.

,
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-On the essay dection,'the 427 ninth grade students attained,an
aVevage score of 8.4, an -improvement over the 7.6 average of,last
year. g.With the district's K - 12 emphasis on writing:this ytar",.

'even Morelmprovement should 'be realized next year. ,

4-1

In math, studer1t performance on.i fiactions and decimals ..was
satisfactory. HoweVeir, much more stress state-wide will need to
be made in geometry, measurement, percents, number concepts and
problem solving. In time, with more stress and practice, these

areas alb should show, improvement.. .

As mentioned in this report,' 45 ('11 %) of the 427 regular ninthgrade students tested were NEW, to the
,the

Windsor Regional rSchool. District last September. Their test results in many skillareas were *as much as 11 points lower than those students who 'ec eived their 'elementary and middle School: ..tcaining in our,.district'S schools. It is understandably 'difficultEQr the high.school staff to bring these students:up to district standardS inthe Short six month period of September to ga-rch. It wouldappear that for future years, however, the high school staff'
should attempt, to assess as soon as possible the potential
weaknesses' offtnewto the 'district"; ninth grade istudlents since-these students also will be required ,to pass the HSPT in order .to
graduate from Hightstown High, School:

We began the State's basic skills assessment program during the1972-73 school year. Over these last twelve years much'
improvement has taken plice in Ne:w derrey's and in East Windsor's
students' performance'ontthe various instruments administered.
As with the great strides 'East Windsori.students made on theMinimum Basic Skills Test (MBS), it 'is certain thh.,:t. 'thedis4rIct's students will meet the challenges of the new .High
School Proficiency Test,.

tl
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